
Mr.

_-_+-page.
Thisdocument -7sistsof

copyNo. J 7 A@_ Series--- —----

‘ UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER1OR ye J;J=:.<”

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
,,..- L

,WASHINGTON, D.C. 202J#’wm LM(:L;L; :.., ?

Chairman:
‘~~ D~C,7- 1966 ii[)J!j,[g::;!

In 1946 the people of BikiniAtoll in the ‘IYustTerritoryof the
PacificIslandswere removedfrom ti-eirhome islandsin order to
permitthe United Statesto use the atollfor test purposes. The
Bikini peoplewere moved initiallyto RongerikAtoll and subse-
quentlywere relocatedon the islandof Kili in the southern
Marshalls. The United Statesdid not acquiretitle to Bikini
Atoll; the arrangementwith tieBikinianswas one of i.ndefLnite
use rights,with the atollreturningto them at such time as
UnitedStatesrequirementsfor the islandsshouldcome to an end.

United Statesnuclearand thermonucleartestingin the llarshalls,
and the movementof the Bikiniand Miwe tok peoplefrom their
islands,were viewedwith greatconcernby the people of tie Trust
Territory. The Bikini peoplein particularhave requestedon num-
erous occasionsto be returnedto theirhone. Tne TrustTerritory
governmenthas explainedthe hazardsOf ~iv~g on Bikini and of
using the xwsourcesof the atolland its adjscentwater areas,
but the presenceof Anericanslivingin formertest areashas
made it difficultfor mny Microngsiansto understandwhy the
Bikinipeoplecannotlive safelyin the same areas. The entire
mattercontinuesto place theUnitedStatesin an unfavorable

,~. lightthroughoutthe Territory.
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W This is mostunfortunate. In the near futureit is likelythat
~ therewill be held a plebisciteto permitthepeople of the

~%!j ~~ .;Territo~ to make a decisionas to theirpoliticalfuture. It
is of theutmost importanceto our nationalinterestthat the
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Micronesiansoverwhelminglychooseto be affiliatedpermanently
with the UnitedStates. Consequently,we are very much concerned
lest the plightof the Bikinipeopleu.nd~~irfluencethe Micro-
nesians’choice.

The populationpressureson Kili,where the Bikini&nsnow live,
and the difficultiesof maintaininga satisfactorylevel of
livingthere=e such that the High Commissionerof the Trust ,
Territorybelievesthat it may soon be necess=y once &Sainto
relocatethe-!3iki.nipeople. Kili has been a most unsatisfacto~
home. The islandis surroundedby a fringtigreef. There is no
lagoonand for mch of the year it is difficultif not impossible .,,
to land on the island. +x..
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llfa furthermove is necessary,thereis no guaranteethat the next
islandwill be any more satisfactorythanKili. There is a great
scarcityof unoccupiedhabitableislandsin the 14arshallsgroup.
Indeedthereis a limit to how longwe can perpetuatethe odyssey
of the Bikinipeoplewithouta decidedly,and I might add justifiably,
unfavorablereactionthat couldhavefar reachfigimplications.
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Accordingly,we are most anxiousto determinewhether the Bikini
peoplecan now be returnedto theirhomelandunder arrangements
whichwill be compatiblewith ji?eirrequirementsfor a livelihood
on the one hand and any continuingUnitedStatesGovernmentrequirem-
ents on the otherhand. A necessarypreliminarystep,of course,
is a findingas towhetherBilktiiand its lagoon=e now stiefor
continuedhabitationand whetherthe Bikinianscouldhave hazard-
free use of the resourcesof the atolland its adjacentwater areas.
In the event that the AtomicZnergyCor..issionshouldconcludethat
radioactivitylevelsare such that thesepeoplemight safelyreturn
to theixhom atoll,we shallapproachthe Departmentof Defense
with respectto the feasibilityof their returnfrom the standpoint
of DefenseDeparWnt requirementsfor the atoll.

We should~eatly appreciateyour havingthisquestionreviewedby
the appropriatepersonnelof the Commissionat the earliestoppor-
tuni~ and advisingus whether,from the healthstandpoint,the
Bikiniansmightbe returned. ~ there shouldbe some limitations,
eitheras to specificareas or as to specificresources,we should
appreciateyour adviceconcerningtheselimitationsas well.

Your sympatheticconsiderationof this requestwill be greatly
appreciated.

ecretaryof the Interior *

Hon. Glmri T. Seaborg
Cnairman
UnitedStatesAtomicEnergyCommission
Washington,D. C. 20545
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